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() CONGRESSIONAL TRANSMITTAL.—Within 60 days after the end of the comment
period and after consideration of comments received under subsection (e), the Secretary shall
transmit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives a recommended proposal for
implementation of a national fishing vessel registration system that includes—

(1) any modifications made after comment and consultation;

(2) a proposed implementation schedule, including a schedule for the proposed
cooperative agreements required under subsection (a)(4); and

(3) recommendations for any such additional legislation as the Secretary considers
necessary or desirable to implement the proposed system.
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(9) RECREATIONAL FISHERIES.—

(1) FEDERAL PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall establish and implement a regionally
based registry program for recreational fishermen in each of the 8 fishery management
regions. The program, which shall not require a fee before January 1, 2011, shall provide
for—

(A) the registration (including identification and contact information) of individuals
who engage in recreational fishing—
(i) in the Exclusive Economic Zone;
(ii) for anadromous species; or
(iii) for Continental Shelf fishery resources beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone;
and
(B) if appropriate, the registration (including the ownership, operator, and
identification of the vessel) of vessels used in such fishing.

(2) STATE PROGRAMS.—The Secretary shall exempt from registration under the
program recreational fishermen and charter fishing vessels licensed, permitted, or registered
under the laws of a State if the Secretary determines that information from the State program
is suitable for the Secretary’s use or is used to assist in completing marine recreational
fisheries statistical surveys, or evaluating the effects of proposed conservation and
management measures for marine recreational fisheries.

(3) DATA COLLECTION.—

(A) IMPROVEMENT OF THE MARINE RECREATIONAL FISHERY
STATISTICS SURVEY.—Within 24 months after the date of enactment of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Reauthorization Act of 2006,
the Secretary, in consultation with representatives of the recreational fishing industry and
experts in statistics, technology, and other appropriate fields, shall establish a program to
improve the quality and accuracy of information generated by the Marine Recreational
Fishery Statistics Survey, with a goal of achieving acceptable accuracy and utility for
each individual fishery.

150





